MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WIGHILL PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE WHITE SWAN WIGHILL ON 12 JANUARY 2023
Present:  
Councillors:  Mr A Hamilton (Chair), Mr J Garside, Ms D Spry, Mrs L Richardson, Mrs A Ward (Part time only) & Mr L T I Grant (Clerk/RFO)
County/District Councillor: Mr  A Paraskos
5 Members of the Public attended

	1.
	Apologies for Absence
None received
	

	2.
	Public Questions and Statements
None received.
	

	3
	Minutes of the Meeting Held on 2 November 2022
The minutes of the meeting held on 2 November 2022 were approved as a true record by all Councillors present with no abstentions.
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	4.
4.1
	Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 2 November 2022
Local residents continue to express concern about the footpath surfaces in Wighill. The minor patching that has been completed has left many areas requiring remedial works. The County Cllr asked for details of the continuing problems and will contact Area 6.
	


	4.2
	Dangerous Wall  - Ainsty Farm
The property owners have responded to the comments regarding the dangerous boundary wall, some of which has collapsed into the property. They have examined the remaining structure and are satisfied that it is unlikely to move further. Cllrs continue to expressed concern that the remaining structure is unstable and should be examined by a structural engineer.  The County Cllr asked for further details and will consult the Highway authority for an assurance that the section of wall remaining is still structurally sound and is not a danger to pedestrians using the adjacent footpath.

	

	5
	Police Matters
Nothing to report

	

	6
	Financial Matters
	

	6.1

	Bank Balance at 31.12.22 were:
· Charity Business Account £985.17
	


	6.2
	Invoices Received and paid by prior approval by Cllrs
· A J Gallagher £620.85 – Annual Insurance Policy renewal.
The cost of renewing the annual insurance policy this year has shown a substantial increase which exceeds the budgeted renewal costs.
	

	6.3
	Clerk’s Annual Salary
The Clerk’s costs to date exceed the funds currently available, due to the unexpected increase in the annual Insurance Policy costs. The Clerk agreed to take part payment of his annual salary at the end of March, with the remainder being claimed when the precept is received in April.

	

	7.
7.1

	Planning and Related Matters
Planning Applications Received and to be Determined:
· Croft Farm Wighill -  erection of an Agricultural Storage Barn (revised scheme).
Cllr Mrs A Ward expressed an interest in this Planning Application and answered residents questions and comments about the application before leaving the meeting.
Local residents questioned whether the Application was correctly titled as Agricultural, due to the size of the Proposed Barn, its impact on existing hedges and trees, its height and the impact of traffic movement through the Village. Cllrs Ward confirmed to the local residents that the location of the barn had been moved following discussions with the Planning Officer at HBC and that no change of use was intended for the land/house. The application  was to provide storage for a small tractor which would only be used to create a small holding accommodating chickens and pigs for home consumption. Access would continue to be via  an existing shared access drive and would not involved any increase in traffic movement. Cllr Ward then left the meeting.
Cllrs continued to discuss the proposed development and confirmed their decision. By a majority vote (3 - neither support nor oppose the application and 1 - to oppose it), Cllrs instructed the Clerk to respond to HBC Planners:
( C ) The Parish Council does not support or oppose the Application. 
	


	7.2
	Planning Decisions Notifications received
· Wighill House Church Street Wighill – Raising of roof of outbuilding and other works APPROVED
	

	7.3
	Planning Enforcement:
· None received

	

	8
	PC Administration
	

	8.1
	Invitation to join PARISH.GOV network. Cllrs discussed the proposed network, but saw no benefit from it.
	

	8.2
	Dog fouling to Village footpaths again appears to have reduced.   Cllrs agreed to continue monitoring the situation and suggested the addition of extra notices about dog fouling to street lighting lamps.
	

	8.3
	The County Cllr had approved a grant of £300.00 which has been received, to produce and circulate surveys, questionaries  and newsletters in the community. The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Website was provided at no cost to the PC and notices produced by/for Wighill Village could be emailed to him for inclusion on the website.
	

	8.4
	HBC Bulbs and Planting
The Clerk had delivered a small number of surplus bulbs to the White Swan, which could be used round the ‘Wighill’ sign at the Healaugh end of Main Street.

	

	
	Councillors Business Items for the next Meeting
Installation of yellow lines to the highways opposite to the White Swan

	

	


	Next Meeting
TBA if any planning applications are received.
	



Clerk to the Parish Council: L T I Grant Tel: 07976263218  Email: wighillpc@hotmail.co.uk 
PARISH WEBSITE: www.wighill-pc.org.uk
