[bookmark: _GoBack]MINUTES OF THE WIGHILL PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN 
THE WHITE SWAN WIGHILL ON TUESDAY 23 SEPTEMBER 2014
Present:
Councillors: Mr R Parkin (Vice Chairman), Mr S Oates, Mrs M Redfearn, Mr N Walne
Mr L T I Grant (Clerk/RFO)
Members of the Public: Mr Rupert Brown, Mr Anthony Ackroyd (arrived after meeting commenced)
					      					                							                                                                       Action
	1.
	Election of Chairman
Following the resignation of the Chairman Cllr Mr K Smith at the meeting held on 29 July 2014, nominations were requested for the post of Chairman. Cllr Mrs M Redfearn proposed Cllr Mr R Parkin as Chairman of the Parish Council. All Cllrs present without abstention agreed to the proposal and Cllr Mr R Parkin was duly elected to the post. The Clerk/RFO advised Cllrs that it was not mandatory to elect a Vice Chairman. Cllrs agreed to the proposal at this time. 

	

	
	Before commencing the meeting under standing orders, a member of the public present at the meeting, Mr Rupert Brown, asked for an assurance that any Cllr present would declare an interest if appropriate, when item 8.1 (planning application – White Swan Wighill) was to be considered. Cllr Mr S Oates and Cllr Mr N Walne explained that each of their employers supplied the White Swan. They were satisfied that they could consider the Planning Application in a professional and unbiased manner in the best interest of the local community, when the item was reached on the agenda.

The meeting then commenced under standing orders.

	

	2.
	Apologies for Absence
None received

	

	3.
	Public Questions and Statements
No further public statements were made or questions asked.

	

	4.
	Minutes of the Meeting Held on 29.07.14
The minutes of the meeting held on 29.07.14 were approved as a true record, by all Councillors present with no abstention.

	

	5.
	Matters Arising from the minutes of the Meeting Held on 29.07.14
	

	5.1
	Highway Matters
There was nothing to report on Highway matters in the Parish. 



	

	6.
	Police Matters
The Beat Manager was not on duty this evening and was unable to attend. A Police Surgery had been held in the White Swan car park between 10.00 and 11.00 on Saturday 2 August 2014, when the Community Police Officer answered questions raised by local residents.

	

	7.
	Financial Matters
	

	7.1





	The Bank Balances at 31.08.14 were:-
· Business Money Management £2098.18
· Community Account £10.00
There were no comments or queries from Councillors about the PC’s bank accounts.

	

	8.
	Planning and Related Matters
	

	8.1
	Planning Applications received and to be determined
· White Swan Wighill – conversion of outbuildings to form a Village Shop and 8 holiday letting bedrooms.

Cllrs Mr S Oates and Mr N Walne recorded their interest in the application as each is employed by a commercial organisation that supplies the White Swan, although neither Cllr had a financial interest to declare.

Standing orders were suspended to allow a member of the public Rupert Brown to ask if the application would be considered against the same criteria used by the Parish Council when he applied for planning consent for holiday letting units in Wighill Park in 2009. Mr Brown was reminded that the Parish Council has to determine each planning application on its own merit and in the interest of the public at large. Sewage and traffic problems etc are issues that are dealt with by the District Council following their enquiries to each utility. The Parish Council has to determine each planning application on planning issues only, but their decisions can reflect the views of any affected neighbour.

Standing Orders were then resumed.

Cllrs discussed the Planning Application and were satisfied that the development would be of benefit to the Village. None of the neighbours affected by the Application has objected to the scheme which has received local publicity.  After discussion, the Clerk was instructed by all Cllrs present with no abstention to respond:
( D ) The Parish Council supports the Application
The clerk was asked to advise HBC Planning of the PC’s decision
	



	8.2

	Planning decision notifications received
· College Farm Wighill – erection of stables APPROVED.


	



	9.
	PC Administration
	

	9.1
	Litter Pick Wighill
The annual grant of £117.54 has been received from HBC to pay for the work undertaken. All Cllrs present without abstention, agreed that the annual grant can be paid to Alan Holmes, on receipt of his bank sort code and account details. After discussion, it was agreed that litter picking in the Parish using Alan Holmes would continue in 2015, if he wished to carry on with the work. 
	

	9.2
	Dog Fouling Signage – Wighill Park Entrance
Cllrs discussed the signage at the entrance to Wighill Park. Cllr Mrs M Redfearn confirmed that the notice which she had fixed was a replacement (although slightly larger) than a previous identical notice. Cllr Mrs Redfearn was asked to ensure that a notice that was approved by HBC was fixed to the entrance gates to the Park.
	

	9.3
	Parish Council Document Archive
The former Chairman of the Parish Council currently stores all the document archives. The Clerk was asked to identify the quantity of documents involved and seek alternative storage facilities.

	

	10.
	Councillors’ Business Items for the next meeting
After discussion, Cllrs agreed to maintain the same budget and precept request for the following financial year. It was agreed that no decision on grass verge cutting/funding could be made until NYCC provided further information later this year. Cllr Mr N Walne suggested that a review of the salary paid to the Clerk/RFO be undertaken, in view of the amount of work undertaken.

	

	
	Date for Next Meetings
TBA
	

	
	
	



Clerk to the Parish Council (Mr) L T I Grant Tel: 01423 359961 Email: wighillpc@hotmail.co.uk 
Chairman: (Mr) R Parkin (01937 833249 Email: richardparkin2@hotmail.co.uk   
